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I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service 
under 37 C F R § 1 10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231. 

Tamara Venegas 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In the application of: 

Jerry PELLETIER and Manjula DAS 
Serial No. : To Be Assigned 
Filing Date: Herewith 

For: OLIGONUCLEOTIDE PRIMERS THAT 
DESTABILIZE NON-SPECIFIC 
DUPLEX FORMATION AND USES 
THEREOF 



Examiner: To Be Assigned 
Group Art Unit: To Be Assigned 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Box PATENT APPLICATION 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Dear Sir: 

Prior to examination of the above-captioned application, please enter the following 
amendments and remarks. 

AMENDMENTS 

In the Claims: 

4. (Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said oligonuclotide is a homopolymer 
comprising at least one nucleotide modification. 
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1 3 . (Amended) The method according to claim 5 , wherein an enzyme capable of 
RNA-dependent DNA polymeriztion is used for said first strand synthesis. 



1 9. (Amended) The method of claim 1 6, wherein said oligonucleotide is a 
homopolymer. 

REMARKS 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made ot the specification and 
claims by the current amendment. The attached page is captioned "Version with markings to 
show changes made ". 

In the unlikely event that the transmittal letter is separated from this document and the 
Patent Office determines that an extension and/or other relief is required, applicant petitions for 
any required relief including extensions of time and authorizes the Assistant Commissioner to 
charge the cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in connection with the filing of this 
document to Deposit Account No. 03-1952 referencing docket no. GOUDREAU. However, the 
Assistant Commissioner is not authorized to charge the cost of the issue fee to the Deposit 



Account. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: April 6, 2001 




Gladys H. Monroy ( 
Registration No. 32,430 



Morrison & Foerster llp 

755 Page Mill Road 

Palo Alto, California 94304-1018 

Telephone: (650) 813-5711 

Facsimile: (650) 494-0792 
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